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Brunel’s support for Bristol Zoo Gardens is rediscovered as a unique historical document comes to light

Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s public-spirited contribution to Bristol has been re-discovered deep in the vaults of Bristol Zoo Gardens’ bank. Brunel’s clear script is to be found on a carefully folded document dated 12 June 1837among the signatures of a number of Bristol’s most eminent gentlemen.

This unique document, that measures 60cm by 70cm, carries the individual signatures and seals of the founding shareholders who established the Zoo with the view ‘to promote the diffusion of useful knowledge …as well as affording rational amusement and recreation to visitors…’.  Brunel’s name is among the 323 prominent Bristol names that include Fry, Pountney, Sturge and Wills. The only benefit gained by the shareholders’ commitment of £25 per share was free admission to the Zoo and reduced entry for their family members.

This historic document of shareholders, the Deeds of Regulations was lodged, for security reasons, at the bank a number of years ago and only resurfaced during a research period for Bristol Zoo’s new National Wildlife Conservation Park project. The Zoo plans to keep these and other historic documents in a secure archive.

Dr Jo Gipps, Director, said ‘it is such a pleasure to have, back in our hands, this extraordinary document. Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s original share certificate has been lost over the intervening 170 years, so the rediscovery of his signature on this important document is particularly exciting’.

During 2006, as part of Brunel 200 celebrations, Bristol Zoo Gardens will be running a series of Brunel-inspired activities in honour of one of the Zoo’s most eminent and popular founding fathers.  For the May half-term the Zoo is running a special children's trail, Animal Engineers which introduces our younger visitors to the amazing feats of 'engineering' taking place in the natural world.  

Adult groups visiting the Zoo can enjoy an exclusive guided tour 'History of Bristol Zoo - from Brunel to Biodiversity' which is available to pre-booked groups.  

Andrew Kelly, Director of Brunel 200 said ‘Brunel was one of the most versatile and inspirational public figures of the nineteenth century whose astounding feats changed the world and continue to shape the way we live today. It is wonderful to have the Zoo contributing to the Brunel 200 celebration of his life and work’.

The Brunel 200 programme celebrates Brunel’s life, times and legacy and includes exhibitions, educational projects, publications and arts projects, which will take place throughout Bristol and the South West. 
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Notes to the Editor:


· Bristol Zoo Gardens is open from 9am every day except Christmas Day.  
· The Zoo is an Education and Conservation Charity and relies on the income from visitors to support its work.  The Zoo is involved with over one hundred co-ordinated breeding programmes for threatened wildlife species.  
· It employs 140 full and part-time staff to care for the animals and run a successful visitor attraction to support its conservation and education work.  
· Bristol Zoo Gardens supports – through finance and skill sharing - over 10 projects in the UK and abroad that conserve and protect some of the world’s most endangered species.
· Bristol Zoo Gardens is a member of the British and Irish Association of zoos and Aquariums.  BIAZA represents its member collections and promotes the values of good zoos and aquariums.  For further information about BIAZA please phone 020 7449 6351.
