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Strictly embargoed until 16th February 2006

ROYAL MINT ENGINEERS NEW £2 COINS 

TO CELEBRATE THE WORK OF BRITISH LEGEND BRUNEL  

Today the Royal Mint launches two new £2 coins to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the birth of one of Britain’s most famous engineers, Isambard Kingdom Brunel.  One reflects the character of Brunel and the other celebrates his many achievements.

Born in Portsmouth on 9th April 1806, but educated in France, Brunel showed exceptional talent at an early age which led to his appointment as Chief Engineer to build the Thames Tunnel. He subsequently became Chief Engineer for the Great Western Railway and eventually turned to shipbuilding. His legacy is still with us in structures such as the Clifton Suspension Bridge over the Avon Gorge, the Box Tunnel near Bath, Paddington Station and the Great Western Railway itself.  

Both coin designs represent Brunel’s dedication and achievements. Artist Rod Kelly who designed ‘The Man’ Brunel £2 coin explains, “I used early black and white photographs to develop an image of Brunel. To accompany this I was struck by the beauty of the Royal Albert Bridge and Brunel’s amazing achievements in the progression of the then modern railway.” The second design entitled ‘His Achievement’ by engraver Robert Evans depicts Paddington Station and illustrates the impact that Brunel’s structures have had on the British landscape. The obverse of both coins features the portrait of the Queen by Ian Rank-Broadley, FRBS, which has appeared on United Kingdom coins since 1998.

More/…

2/…

Alan Wallace, Director of Collector Coin, says: “The Royal Mint is delighted to be producing two coins that mark such a significant British figure. Even by modern standards, Brunel’s engineering is exceptional and we hope that the coins will be enjoyed by collectors, historians and the general public alike.”

The coins are available now in a Brilliant Uncirculated two-coin presentation folder priced £9.95. Gold and Silver Proof versions of The Man coin are available now, priced £365 and £29.95 respectively. His Achievement coin will be available in July 2006. Both coin designs will be released into general circulation from 3rd April 2006. For further information or to order your collector coin please contact the Royal Mint Coin Club on 0845 60 88 300 or visit the website at www.royalmint.com.




- ENDS -
Notes to Editors
1) History of the £2 coin

The £2 coin is the United Kingdom’s first circulating bi-colour coin and was introduced into general circulation in June 1998. The coin, which has a white centre and a yellow outer ring, fills the gap between the £1 coin and the £5 note. There are estimated to be over 100 million £2 coins in circulation. The usual design on the reverse of the £2 coin has a circular theme, inspired by the two-colour appearance and tracing the progress of technological development from the Iron Age to the Internet.

2) Rod Kelly - Coin Designer

Rod Kelly is an established goldsmith and silversmith. His work includes a new racing cup for Ascot and The Golden Jubilee Stakes to celebrate Her Majesty The Queen’s Golden Jubilee. He gained a Masters degree at the Royal College of Art and today his workshop is situated in his Norfolk home.

3) Robert Evans - Coin Designer 

After completing his studies at Cardiff College of Art, Robert Evans began his training as a Royal Mint engraver. During his long career at the Mint he has designed coins for countries all over the world and in 2001 he designed his first UK £2 coin commemorating the 100th anniversary of Marconi’s first wireless transmission across the Atlantic. 

4) Brunel 200 

Brunel 200 is responsible for the overall 2006 celebrations. It is an initiative of Bristol Cultural Development Partnership (BCDP) and is funded by Arts Council England South West, Bristol City Council and Business West. It is supported by funding from the National Lottery, including over £500,000 from the Urban Cultural Programme (Arts Council England and the Millennium Commission) and a grant of £1,500,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

Highlights of the Brunel 200 activities include:

· On Brunel's birthday weekend, 8-9 April 2006, there will be a procession and street party culminating in the switching on of the new lighting scheme at the Clifton Suspension Bridge.

· Major exhibitions at ss Great Britain, At-Bristol and the City Museum and Art Gallery covering the story of Brunel's life and work.

· Massive education programme ensuring that every school child in Bristol will be able to learn about Brunel, visit the exhibitions and Brunel attractions. Other educational projects include reopening the competition to design the Clifton Suspension Bridge for schools and engineers; work to encourage more people - and especially women - to go into engineering; and the placing of 400 artists, scientists and engineers in residence.

· A re-creation of the Royal Dinner of 1843, which launched the ss Great Britain.

· Bristol's annual Great Reading Adventure in which everyone

will be encouraged to read Around the World in Eighty Days. 

· Massive activity throughout the South West from Swindon to Penzance, including the July Swindon Brunel Festival. 

The Brunel 200 website at www.brunel200.com includes extensive background information about Brunel as well as news of activities planned for the celebrations. 

For further information on the coins, images or to arrange an interview
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Polly Hills or Julia Farish on 0207 861 3154/3292
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