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‘READ THIS BOOK BECAUSE IT IS ABOUT PASSION FOR BRUNEL, A CELEBRATED ENGINEER
AND A CELEBRATION OF VICTORIAN AND TWENTIETH CENTURY VIRTUOSITY OF ACHIEVEMENT.
THE ARCHAEOLOGIST
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	Key Sales Points:

· Shortlisted for the Alice Davis Hitchcock Medallion for best architectural book 2005

· April 2006 is the bicentenary of Brunel’s birth

· The definitive history of this iconic London station

· Illustrated with over 150 archive photographs, modern images and plans and drawings from Brunel’s sketch books

· Appeals to those interested in Brunel, railway enthusiasts and general reader 




About the Book

“ Read this book because it is about passion for Brunel and a celebration of Victorian and twentieth-century virtuosity and achievement”

Robina McNeil, The Archaeologist

Paddington, the Great Western Railway and Isambard Kingdom Brunel are at the heart of railway history. Acknowledged by some as Brunel’s finest work, Paddington Station has a stature, an atmosphere of expectation and an air of romance not found in any other railway station. Approaching from the Underground below, you glimpse the arched roof high above you and as you ascend the whole tremendous interior reveals itself. Light floods the central span from the Lawn roof, and the delicate tracery at the far end is silhouetted.
The construction of Paddington Station and the building of the GWR have a place in world history. This history forms the background to this book, supported by pictures of Paddington Station down the decades including bomb damage during the Second World War, ladies protesting in the General Strike, and the Victorians perched on cornices to see royalty go by - are all utterly engrossing. 

Brindle's narrative is detailed and colourful. The story encompasses the genius of Brunel, the rise and fall of the Great Western Railway, the sublime architecture, the social changes and the modern redevelopment of one of Britain's great landmarks. 
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